
  
 
 
 

PRESIDENT'S REPORT 

This is my last report as President.   

This month we will be very busy with our trip 

away and Marg’s dinners and exercise 

programmes.  (Feeds us up and then walks it off 

us all). It was pleasing to see so many faces at 

our last meeting.  We have a great Club and there 

is no reason why it won’t forge ahead. 

A more detailed report will be given at the 

A.G.M. From the 18
th

 February, Ray & Margaret 

Smith, a friend of mine and I will be on the high 

seas (not too high I hope). I will not be 

contactable until 3
rd

 March. 

Take care. 
Jeanette Jackson 

Preside nt 

 

Happy  21st Birthday to:   
Brian Fogarty, Lucy Gatt, Ros Hodgins, Robert 

Keyworth, David Milton, Margaret Rubesa, Sheila 

Smart, Kathy Smith, Pat Cranfield, Faye Collins & 

Mary Sorrenson. 

 

NEWSLETTERS & WEBSITE:  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the meeting. 

Please send via email and in lower case letters, Times New 

Roman font and size 11, if possible.  3301  hits on the website. 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION  
Please advise Maurien of any contact information  

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers. secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

Welfare: Marcia Pain is making steady progress at 

home but she has quite a way to go yet. We look 

forward to her smiling face back with us. 

Patsy Robinson is still in hospital after a badly broken 

leg. She hasn’t been able to have the proposed hip 

operation. Avril Gramberg will hopefully have her hip 

operation this month.     Sheila McAtamney 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Members need to attend 50% of   

meetings .  Visitors may attend only 3 meetings although 

they can  attend other Club events as a member’s guest. 

 

Flickr: Our photo viewing site. 
http://www.flickr.com/groups/probus_narellan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

PRESIDENT Jeanette Jackson 46479986   Maurien McNiven  

VICE PRESIDENT Phil Humphreys 96034819   Malcolm Smith  

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819   Jennifer Bell  

TREASURER Peter O’Loughlin         46212090   Margaret Rubesa  

Ex-Officio 

TOURS 

Paul Hay 

Peter O’Loughlin         

46554437 

46212090 

  Shirley Meredith  

PUBLICITY/Calendar Dorothy Fogarty 46580466   Jeanette Jackson  

NEWSLETTER  Sue Kijurina,             46470912   Jean Forbes  

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina 46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith 46552159 
SOCIAL EVENTS  
ROTARY LIAISON 

HOSPITALITY 

Margaret Rubesa  

Malcolm McKenzie 

Margaret Smith 

46554437 

46551622 

 

 

INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group, Theatre Group          

                  Margaret Rubesa,          46554437 

Art          Francoise Kirkland         46266428 

Cards          Jeanette Jackson          46479986   
Computers         Robert Keyworth             46256894 

Golf & Bowls         Paul Hay          46554437 

Photography         Ros Hodgins          46257759 

Gardening         Sue Kijurina                  46470912 

Travel Tales                 Kathy & Mal Smith           46552159 

 Music          Jim Burke          96036196 

 Card Making         Marion Bee          46474335 

 

 

THE BRISBANE WATERS CRUISE 

19
th 

February 2010 

Even though we all had an early start and the weather 

looked a bit overcast we left Narellan library and 

headed for the M7 and a bit further on joined the M2 

the proverbial car park.  To help us along the way our 

coach driver pointed out various landmarks. We were 

soon crossing the famous Hawkesbury River on our 

way to the Central Coast, As we crossed the river our 

driver pointed out that the HMAS Parramatta (her 

remains now scattered) helped to build Milson Island 
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by transporting building materials up from Sydney. 

We alighted from our coach at Gosford and joined the 

Lady Kendall11 for a 2 and half hour cruise on the 

Brisbane Waters.  After such an early start many of us 

were glad to have a cup of coffee or tea.  As we 

cruised along we passed the township of Tascott, the 

name being derived from an early landowner by the 

name of T.A. Scott.  Mr Scott had quite an 

“interesting” life; He married at 54 to a fifteen-year-

old girl named Marianne who bore him 16 children, 

his last child being born when he was 82. Mr Scott 

lived until he was 104 and Marianne lived until she 

was 99, quite an achievement. 

Passing Tascott, Koolewong came into view. 

Koolewong is Aboriginal for “Koala’s here” 

We viewed some of the waterfront homes around 

Woy Woy (aboriginal for “Deepwater” and in 1886-

1888 a railway tunnel was built. 

Then we headed for Booker Bay and under the Rip 

Bridge to Ettalong (Aboriginal for “Good drinking”) 

where we could see the entrance to Pittwater. It is the 

only place in the world where you can view 5 

different waterways in the one place (Broken Bay, 

Tasman Sea, Pittwater, Hawkesbury and Brisbane 

Water. 

We headed around to St Hubert’s island; Captain 

Wagstaff purchased the island for $200. (talk about 

buy it for a song) we then passed Davistown known 

for its steamship and ferry building,  Davistown was 

so named as the family was responsible for employing 

many people in the industry. 

Another famous identity was Robert Henderson who 

was responsible for building the first graveyard in 

Woy Woy. 

After lunch the Lady Kendall 11 returned us to our 

embarkation point  (near the Blue Iguana nightclub, 

which made news headlines not so long ago) we then 

headed for the once “Fragrant Gardens but is now 

home to the 

St Fiacres 

distillery  

(the patron 

saint of herb 

gardeners).  

After 

sampling 

some of the 

unusual 

liqueurs 

made from many Australian native plants. A few 

members purchased the unusual liqueurs. 

We then headed off home; some of us took the 

opportunity to catch up on some sleep  

Maurien McNevin 

 

Masterpieces from Paris 
On a somewhat damp 4

th
 February, we set out for The 

National Gallery of Australia (NGA), Canberra to see 

the once-in an-Australian life-time exhibit, the 

Masterpieces of Paris, Post-Impressionism from the 

Musee D’Orsay. 

We stopped for morning tea at a VC rest bay, 

enjoying a cuppa, a bickie and the piquant atmosphere 

of the country thunder-box, then on to lunch at 

Zefferelli’s in Dixon. And a grand lunch it was too, 

very satisfying and well priced. 

We arrived at the NGA around 1pm, and armed 

with our pre-purchased tickets and, for some, the 

Audio Commentary Devices, plunged into the exhibit 

to see the glories of the French post-Impressionists. 

To quote from the hand-book:  

“In the mid 1880s, a new generation of artists 

burst onto the cultural scene in France. They 

announced a break with Impressionism, developing 

the diversity of styles now known as Post-

Impressionism which led to modern art. 

This exhibition explores these various styles 

through the paintings of Vincent van Gogh, Paul 

Gauguin, Paul Cezanne and Georges Seurat, as well 

as other significant artists including Pierre Bonnard, 

Maurice Denis, Claude Monet, Henri de Toulouse-

Lautrec and Edouard Vuillard.” 

What struck me was the number of works by 

artists I’d never heard of, so it was an eye opener to 

discover a new range of artists outside my stable of 

better known names. Score one to my art education. 

What also struck me (and others, it seems, from 

discussions on the bus) was that it didn’t quite meet 

my expectations. Yes, I enjoyed a large number of the 

paintings, fascinated by their rich colours and brush 

strokes and I felt privileged to be seeing them ‘in the 

oil’.  But there were also a good number which I just 

looked at, said to myself “what’s THAT doing here?” 

and moved on.  

Having said that, there were many beautiful 

paintings to just stand and gaze at. One series that 

fascinated many in our group were those employing 

the Pointillism (Seurat and Signac for example) and 

Divisionism (Rysselbeghe for example) styles. The 

close up reveals thousands of point-like dots or short 

‘dabs’ of varying colours, which when looked at from 

a distance create an impression of continuity of the 

desired colour. It was very clever. 

One painting that received a lot of attention was 

Van Gogh’s ‘Night Sky’, a vividly deep blue 

landscape of the starry night sky above an ocean port, 

with the town’s lights reflected in the dark still 

waters. Such wild applications of paint, the colours 

(mostly hues of blue) leaping off the canvas.  

After a restful cuppa at the NGA Café, and some 

quick tours of the permanent exhibits, including some 

beautiful Australian landscapes by Streeton, Tom 

Roberts, McCubbin and others, we boarded our coach 

for the drive back to Narellan through torrential rain.  

Thank you Francoise for suggesting and arranging 

this excursion. Despite the minor reservations 

mentioned earlier, it was still a very worthwhile 



 

experience and will provide many pleasant memories 

of beautiful paintings from across the world.  

Bob Bee 

___________________________________________ 

FOR SALE  

 
 

Book Exchange on the table at the back of the 

meeting room.  
*Avon Consultant  Sheila McAtamney Ph:46268641 

*“Stampin' Up” Consultant: Marion Bee sells rubber 

stamps, scrapbooking/cardmaking paper.Ph 46474335 

 

 

SUPERANNUATION    By David Milton 

On your superannuation policy, where you have your 

WIFE/HUSBAND/PARTNER as the 

BENEFICIARY, you are required by law to renew 

their NAME, every 3 years. If you have a financial 

advisor make sure that they are attending to this. If 

you look after the policy, you should contact your 

Superannuation Company. Should you fail to comply 

with the law, claiming can become a major problem, 

as the policy holder is not available to back your 

claim. 

 

INTEREST GROUPS 

Art Appreciation Group - Francoise Kirkland 

Masterpieces from Narellan Probus: 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Snappers – Ros Hodgins 

Our  first meeting was held on Friday 12 
th
 February 

where we welcomed several new members to our 

group, then planned some of the topics we would be 

looking at throughout the year. Following our cuppa 

we had a Talk & Display from Cyril Kirkland, our 

expert Landscape Photographer. We planned our 1
st
 

excursion to take Landscape & Environmental Photos 

at Wollongong on Monday 1
st
 March at 7am ( that’s 

dedication for you) or is it stupidity? 

Allen Davies showed us a beautiful calendar he 

produced & we closed,  then followed a lovely lunch 

at the new Sandwich Bar at Centric. 

NOTE: Our next meeting will be on Monday 8
th
 

March at the Activity Centre at 12 where we will be 

looking at Our Wollongong Photos & finalizing our 

Exciting Programme for 2010.( this change is because 

of the Tallangatta Trip) 

 

Gardening Group – Sue Kijurina 

On the fine sunny morning of Friday, 26 February, 11 

members of the Probus Gardening Group plus 1 guest 

visited the Cook’s garden in Picton. The Cook’s 

purchased their property, 1 acre in size, 12 years 

earlier and commenced its conversion from a scrubby 

block into the magnificent garden it is today. A series 

of ponds 

containing 

many large 

colourful carp, 

bordered by an 

extensive 

vegetable 

garden and 

many other 

gardens, create 

a peaceful haven for the occupants, visitors and the 

local birds. Doug has also constructed a special 

garden using plants entirely donated by David Milton 

in memory of Pat who passed away last year. All 

enjoyed the Cook’s hospitality and lots of TED.  

By Linda Lord 

Our next meeting will be 26/3/10 with Ann Hurn to 

see her raised tank garden. 

 

Cards – Jeannette Jackson & Ken Starkey 

The next cards "afternoon" will be at the Glen Alpine 

Casino on Sunday 28th March commencing at 2pm. 

Contact Ken or Brenda on 46255253. 

  
Lawn Bowls – Paul Hay 

We meet at Camden R.S.L. bowling club at 2.15pm 

for a 2.30pm start, cost is $10.00 per person. 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy & Mal Smith 

Many thanks to Margaret Baldry on her magnificent 

presentation on her trip to the United States and 

Canada and her sharing of her experiences in the 

Maritime Provinces. We all enjoyed it very much. 

Our next night will be Wednesday 24th March when 

Ray and Pat Cranfield have kindly offered to share 

their experiences in Central Europe. I am looking 

forward to their presentation. 

There will not be a meeting in April due to the school 

holidays and Easter.  

Bob Bee’s book, a 158 page 

guide to binocular astronomy, 

can be bought from Bob at a 

meeting for $17, or posted for 

$19.50 inc. p&h. Ph 46474335, 

rmbee99@hotmail.com 

 

 

By 

Joy Tracey,  

Margaret Smith &  

Francoise Kirkland 
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At our next meeting, May 19
th
, our travellers to 

Tallangatta are going to prepare a presentation for us. 

 

Local Country Music Clubs  – Jim Burke  

See website for details including the music festivals.  

 

Walks – Margaret Rubesa 

I have organised April's walk at the Quarantine 

Station on North Head.  It will be a 2 hour walk, I 

have been told it is a bit strenuous as it involves 

walking up hill, that will determine who attends on 

the day. It is on Thursday 22nd April, tour starts at 

12.15am - 2.15pm.  Cost is $25.00 seniors. 

  

MINNAMURRA FALLS WALK 
Our first walk for 2010 

was to the Minnamurra 

Rainforest and Falls 

situated in the beautiful 

Jamberoo Valley  just 

15kms from Kiama and is 

part of the Budderoo 

National Park.  This rare 

rainforest remnant is 

accessed via a network of 

elevated boardwalks and 

paved walking tracks.  

Over 90 different species of ferns and over 80 

different species of native trees have been identified, 

including red cedar and 

ancient giant fig trees. 

Halfway around the 

Loop walk we had the 

option to undertake the 

Upper Falls Walk which 

was challenging but 

offered spectacular 

views of the gorge and 

surrounding sandstone 

cliffs carved by the 

Minnamurra River.    

After all the rain the falls were spectacular and really 

made the 2 hours walk worthwhile.   Luckily the café 

was still open when we finished as there were many 

of us in need of a cuppa. 

Thank you Margaret for organising another great 

walk.                                  By Dorothy Fogarty 

 

National Seniors Australia – Issue 160 

Australian workers aged over 55 contribute $59.6 

billion to the country’s GDP every year. Older 

Australians also provide $6.8 billion of unpaid work 

as volunteers and carers for children and people with 

disabilities. The Australian economy loses $10.8 

billion a year by not using the skills and experience of 

over 55 year olds who want to work.  (Treasurer, 

National Seniors chief executive, Michael O’Neill). 

Local community groups can apply for grants up to 

$5000 to help seniors make the most of modern day 

communications technology eg mobile phones and 

computers (sending emails & text messages etc). 

Organisations can apply for Telstra Connected seniors 

grants at www.telstraseniors.com.au until 5pm 5
th
 

March. 

 

CALENDAR FOR 2010 -Dorothy Fogarty  
TOURS – Peter O’Loughlin 
Payments for outings need to be paid before, or no later 

than, the prior club meeting. Lists will be circulated each 

meeting for members to book on the coming tours – they 

are open to family and friends.  Bus pick up is between the 

Library and the Town Centre Car Park. 

Weekly Events: Golf on Tuesday 

    Art on Thursdays at Francoise’s. 

Mar 5 AGM Meeting @ Narellan Library, 

10.00am  
Mar 6  “HMS Pinafore” – Campbelltown Theatre 

Group 8pm $20 

Mar 7 Art Workshop 

Mar 8  Photography with Ros 

Mar 9 Card Making with Marion 

Mar 12 Trip to Tallangatta 

Mar 18 Return from Tallangatta 

Mar 24 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Mar 26 Gardening with Sue 

Mar 27 Dinner Thai Licious at Mount Annan 

7.30pm   

Mar 28  Cards at Glen Alpine Casino 2pm 

Mar 30 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm  

Apr 6 Card Making with Marion 

Apr 9 Meeting @ Narellan Library 10.00am 

Apr 16 Coach Tour: Blue Mountains – Teddie 

 Trees and a Movie 

Apr 21 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

Apr 22 WALKING GROUP: Quarantine 

Station North Head 

Apr 23 Gardening with Sue 

Apr 27 Bowls Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Apr 29 Photography with Ros 

May 7 Meeting @ Narellan Library 10.00am 

May 11Card Making with Marion 

May 14 Photography with Ros 

May 19 Travel Tales 7.30pm 

May 21 Coach Tour: Airport 

May 25 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

May 28 Gardening with Sue 

May 28 3
rd

 Anniversary Dinner 

 
Money due for Events at March meeting: 
$30 annual fee 

$150 for Kangaroo Island Tour: depart 2/10/2010  

Final payment for Tallangatta Tour  

No bus trip in March. 

 

COMPUTERS: Spam Emails           via John Ellis 
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Here is something everyone should read and take the 

advice. If you don't, you're hurting yourself and your 

email buddies. 

By now, I suspect everyone is familiar with : 

www.snopes.com  http://www.snopes.com>  and/or  

www.truthorfiction.com  

http://www.truthorfiction.com> for determining 

whether information received via email is just that: 

true/false or fact/fiction.  Both are excellent sites.  
   

Advice from Snopes.com Very important! 
1.     Any time you see an email that says,  

“Forward this on to '10' (or however many) of your 
friends”;  
“Sign this petition, or you'll get bad luck/good luck”;  
“You'll see something funny on your screen after you 

send it”;  
it almost always has an email tracker program 

attached that tracks the cookies and emails of those 

folks you forward to.  
   

The host sender is getting a copy each time it gets 

forwarded and then is able to get lists of 'active' email 

addresses to use in SPAM emails, or sell to other 

spammers.    
Even when you get emails that demand you send the 

email on...that's email tracking and they're playing on 

your conscience.  These people don't care how they 

get your email addresses - just as long as they get 

them.  
2.    Also, emails that talk about a missing child or  

a child with an incurable disease –  
"how would you feel if that was your child?"  
....Email Tracking!!!  Ignore them and don't 

participate!  
Almost all emails that ask you to add your name and 

forward on to others are similar to that mass letter 

years ago that asked people to send business cards to 

the little kid in Florida who wanted to break the 

Guinness Book of Records for the most cards.  All it 

was, and all any of this type of email is, is a way to 

get names  and 'cookie' tracking information for 

telemarketers and spammers - to validate active email 

accounts for  their own profitable purposes.  

You may think you are supporting a GREAT cause, 

but you are NOT!  Instead, you will be getting tons of 

junk mail later and very possibly a virus 

attached!  Plus, you are helping the spammers get 

rich!  Let's stop making it easy for them!  
Also: email petitions are NOT acceptable to 

Government, or any other organisation – i.e. social 

security, etc.  To be acceptable, petitions must have a 

signed signature and full address of the person 

signing the petition, so this is a waste of time 

and you're just helping the email trackers.  
Please read the full story here:  
http://www.snopes.com/inboxer/petition/internet.asp 

 

IMPORTANT!! HOW TO FORWARD EMAIL 

APPROPRIATELY  
 (1)  When you forward an email, DELETE all of the 

other addresses that appear in the body of the message 

(at the top).    
Highlight them and delete them, backspace them, cut 

them, whatever it is you know how to do.  It only 

takes a second.  You MUST click the 'Forward' 
 button first and then you will have full editing 

capabilities against the body and headers of the 

message.  If you don't click on 'Forward' first, you 

won't be able to edit the message at all.  
 

(2)  Whenever you send an email to more than 

one person,  do NOT use the To: or Cc: fields for 

adding email addresses.  Always use the BCC: (blind 

carbon copy) field for listing the email 

addresses.  This is the way the people you send to will 

only see their own email address.  
If you don't see your BCC: option click on where it 

says To: and your address list will appear.  Highlight 

the address and choose BCC: and that's it. 

When you send to BCC: your message will 

automatically say 'Undisclosed Recipients' in the 'TO:' 

field of the people who receive it.  

 

(3)  Remove any 'FW :' in the subject line.   

You can re-name the subject if you wish or even fix 

spelling.  

 

(7) Before you forward  a Virus Alert, or some of the 

other ones floating around nowadays, check them 

out before you forward them.   

 Most of them are junk mail that's been circling the 

net for YEARS!  Just about everything you receive in 

an email that is in question can be checked out at 

Snopes.    

Just go to http://www.snopes.com/  

 

SPONSORSHIP 
Sponsor of 
the domain name 
for our website for 
2 Years. 
 
10% off 
Mechanical 

Services 

 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING: Frid 5
th
 March 2010 

NEXT MEETING:                     Frid 7
th
 May2010

                             10am  -12.00 noon                                                                                       

WHERE:     Narellan Library 

http://www.snopes.com/
http://www.snopes.com/
http://www.truthorfiction.com/
http://www.truthorfiction.com/
http://www.snopes.com/inboxer/petition/internet.asp
http://www.snopes.com/

